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New  SRS  Department  In  Full  Swing 

Carkulis  Named 
Director  By 
Gov.  Anderson 

Montana's  new  Department 
of  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Services  is  now  in  full  swing, 
assuring  thousands  of  state 
residents  highly  essential  serv- 
ices. 

Governor  Forrest  H.  Ander- 
son activated  the  new  agency 
on  November  1  under  man- 
date of  the  1971  Legislature. 
The  Governor  named  Theo- 
dore Carkulis,  former  admin- 
istrator of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare,  as  di- 
rector. 

Frank  Sennett,  former  Ad- 
ministrative Assistant  to  the 
Governor,   is  deputy  director. 

Mr.  Carkulis  announced 
that  the  new  structure  in- 
cludes the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Welfare,  the  Department 
of  Vocational  Rehabilitation, 
the  former  Commission  on  Ag- 

Please  turn  to  page  six 


SRS  OFFICIALS— Montana's  new  Department  of  Social  and 
Rehabilitation  Services  is  in  full  operation.  Theodore  Carkulis 
(seated  second  from  the  left),  is  director  of  the  agency.  Divi- 
sion administrators  (front  row)  Lyie  Downing,  Aging  Services; 
Frank  Sennett,  deputy  director;  Jack  Carver,  Rehabilitative 
Services;  Standing,  Emil  Honka,  Visual  Services;  Edward  J. 
Malensek,  Special  Services;  William  Welsh,  Social  Assistance; 
Jack  Carlson,  Economic  Assistance  and  David  Armstrong,  Jr., 
Veterans  Affairs.    Joseph  Roe,  Social  Services,  is  not  shown. 

Brighter  ^^Golden  Years^ 
Pledged  By  Mr  Nixon 

President  Nixon's  pledge  to 
the  White  House  Conference 
on  Aging  that  he  will  greatly 
expand  services  to  the  aging 
apparently  means  brighter 
golden  years  for  Montana's 
70,000  elderly  citizens. 


Mr.  Nixon,  whose  address 
climaxed  the  Washington  con- 
ference, told  the  3,400  dele- 
gates that  his  new  program 
will  include  measures  to  in- 
crease   pension    coverage,    as 

Please  turn  to  page  fifteen 
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COMMENT- 


Members  of  Montana's  27- 
man  delegation  to  the  White 
House  Conference  in  Washing- 
ton were  almost  unanimous 
that  it  was  an  "overwhelming 
experience". 

From  our  experience  at  the 
Conference  it  was  evident  that 
it  was  "overwhelming"  in 
many  respects,  some  of  them 
not  so  pleasant. 

When  the  majority  of  the 
Montana  delegation  arrived  at 
the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel 
they  received  an  unpleasant 
surprise.  Their  plane  landed 
at  Washington  International 
Airport  at  8  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
November  28.  They  were  told 
by  a  cold-eyed  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  hotel  that  their 
reservations  had  been  can- 
celled because  they  had  not 
checked  in  before  6  p.m.  A 
few  of  the  delegates  who  ar- 
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rived  on  Saturday  on  the  same 
schedule  were  far-sighted 
enough  to  mail  the  hotel  a 
check  to  cover  the  first  night's 
lodging,  or  they  would  have 
been  out  in  the  cold  also.  The 
same  thing  happened  to  the 
Wyoming  and  Colorado  dele- 
gation. 

As  a  result  of  this  action  by 
the  hotel,  the  delegates  were 
scattered  all  over  the  city  and 
it  was  impossible  to  get  them 
together  for  any  sort  of  a  state 
meeting. 

Members  of  the  Montana 
Aging  Services  staff  were  kept 
busy  for  two  days  trying  to 
unravel  foul-ups  in  conference 
registration    and   credentials. 

At  this  point,  however,  we 
want  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion for  the  cooperation  we  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Arthur  S. 
Flemming,  White  House  Con- 
ference chairman,  and  his 
staff.  They  did  everything  pos- 
sible to  help  the  delegates. 

Montana  had  one  of  the 
smallest  delegations  at  the 
conference,  and  its  members 
were  assigned  to  various  sub- 
sections organized  to  make 
recommendations  in  the  need 
areas  for  older  Americans. 

Bill  Christiansen  of  Hardin, 
minority  leader  of  the  Mon- 
tana House  of  Representatives, 
was  the  only  Montanan  who 
was  a  conference  sub-section 
chairman.  Mr.  Christiansen 
sponsored  House  Bill  81  in  the 


last  session  of  the  legislature 
which  allows  the  counties  to 
impose  permissive  one  mill 
levies  to  finance  the  operation 
of  the  senior  centers  in  Mon- 
tana after  federal  funding 
ends. 

Mrs.  Catharine  McCarty, 
Glendive,  Montana's  "out- 
standing older  American", 
was  honored  at  the  confer- 
ence Thursday  morning.  She 
was  among  the  m.any  similarly 
honored  persons  from  other 
states  who  were  seated  in 
front  of  the  Washington  Hilton 
ballroom  for  the  concluding 
sessions  at  which  President 
Nixon  outlined  plans  for  vast 
expansion  of  programs  for  the 
aging. 

Former  Governor  J.  Hugo 
Aronson,  delegate  at  large, 
said  he  was  greatly  impressed 
with  the  magnitude  of  the 
conference,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain that  many  benefits  for  the 
elderly  would   follow. 

Barclay  Craighead,  chair- 
man of  the  Advisory  Commit- 
tee to  the  Aging  Services 
Division  of  the  New  Depart- 
ment for  Social  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Services,  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  months  of  work 
performed  by  scores  of  Mon- 
tana residents  in  compiling  the 
Montana  White  House  report 
prior  to  the  conference  would 
pay  off  as  much  as  the  actual 
conference   itself. 


TEN  TIMES  WRONG 

In  the  LAST  issue  of  the 
Senior  Citizens  News  a  nnis- 
take  in  the  placing  of  a  deci- 
mal point  cut  the  savings  of- 
fered to  senior  citizens  to  a 
tenth  of  what  they  should 
have  been  under  "Class  Eight" 
of  property  classification.  The 
story  said  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars instead  of  $70,000. 

The  figures  for  last  year  are 
now  available  from  the  De- 
partment of  Revenue.  $26,- 
456,053  worth  of  improve- 
ments were  classified  under 
the  law  which  gives  a  tax 
break  for  seniors  who  live  in 
their  own  home  when  it  is 
valued  under  $17,500. 

This  means  that  $79,370  in 
taxes  were  saved  by  about 
2,000  home  owners. 

Limitations  on  income  were 
raised  by  the  Legislature  to 
$4,000  annually  if  single— 
$5,200  if  married.  A  widow 
must  be  62  years  old.  A  wid- 
ower must  be  65.  A  widow 
of  any  age  may  qualify  if  she 
has   minor  children. 

To  qualify  for  the  reduced 
tax  rate,  applications  to  the 
county  assessor  must  be  made 
each  year.  File  early  because 
this  is  a  very  busy  time  of  the 
year  in  the  Assessor's  office. 

Flammable    Fabrics    Hazard 
To  Older  Americans 

Washington,  D.C.— Fire  haz- 
ards to  older  Americans— who 
may  be  the  most  susceptible 
age  group  to  such  dangers- 
will  be  explored  by  the  Sen- 
ate Special  Committee  on  Ag- 
ing. 


sires  of  young  and  old  alike. 


Jack  Sharp 
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Telephone  Enterprise  710 

In  most  ot  the  communities  gow  and  Havre  which  are 
in  eight  counties,  all  a  person  open  one  or  two  days  a  week, 
has  to  do  to  reach  the  Helena  One  of  the  benefits  payable 
Social  Security  Office  is  to  dial  under  Medicare  is  for  home 
his  local  operator  and  ask  for  health  services.  Such  benefits 
Enterprise  710.  This  area  is  can  only  be  paid,  however, 
Lewis  and  Clark,  Broadwater,  when  a  physician  prescribes 
Jefferson,  Meagher,  Wheat-  needed  part-time  skilled  nurs- 
land,  Gallatin,  Park  and  Sweet  ing  care  or  therapy  in  a  writ- 
Grass  counties.  ten  plan  through  a  home 
Jack  P.  Sharp,  Helena  So-  health  agency  certified  to  par- 
cial  Security  district  manager,  ticipate  in  Medicare.  At  pres- 
is  tailoring  the  services  of  his  ent  the  only  counties  in  Mon- 
office   to   the    needs   and   de-    tana    which    have    a    certified 

home  health  agency  are  Flat- 
head, Missoula,  Ravalli,  Silver 
Bow,  Cascade,  Gallatin,  Park, 
Yellowstone,  Dawson,  and 
Richland.  Helena  had  a  certi- 
fied home  health  agency  at 
St.  Peters  Hospital.  That  agen- 
cy withdrew  from  the  pro- 
gram on  May  1,  1970  because 
its  services  had  been  markedly 
under-utilized. 

Medicare  beneficiaries  in  46 
counties  of  Montana  do  not 
have  certified  home  health 
agencies  available  to  them. 
The  Social  Security  Adminis- 
tration has  tried  to  encourage 
the  establishment  of  home 
health  agencies  and  the  in- 
creased utilization  of  existing 
agencies  throughout  this  state 
and  the  nation  since  Medicare 
began  in  1966.  Sparce  popula- 
tion, distances,  and  lack  of 
qualified  personnel  present 
very  practical  problems  for 
potential  home  health  agen- 
cies in  rural  areas.  But  even  in 
those  counties  where  such 
agencies  exist,  both  doctors 
and  patients  need  continuing 
communication  and  encour- 
agement to  use  the  services 
available. 
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The  toll  free  phone  service 
is  only  part  of  the  office's  pat- 
tern to  serve  the  people  in 
this  area. 

In  those  same  eight  coun- 
ties, field  representatives  reg- 
ularly visit  Townsend,  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Harlowton, 
Boulder,  Whitehall,  Lincoln, 
Augusta,  Livingston,  Big  Tim- 
ber, Gardiner,  and  West  Yel- 
lowstone. When  circum- 
stances warrant  it,  representa- 
tives also  travel  to  the  home 
or  hospital  bed  of  anyone  who 
cannot  phone  or  come  to  one 
of  the  offices. 

There  are  six  other  full  time 
social  security  offices  in  Mon- 
tana: Billings,  Butte,  Great 
Falls,  Kalispell,  Miles  City  and 
Missoula,  each  of  which  serves 
counties  in  their  immediate 
vicinity.  There  are  also  part- 
time  offices  in  Bozeman,  Glas- 
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Senior  Citizens  Centers  Dot  Montana 


In  Montana  41  groups  of 
senior  citizens  are:  Bozeman 
Senior  Social  Center,  Inc.,  37 
E.  Main,  Bozeman,  Montana 
59715;  Great  Falls  Senior  Citi- 
zens Center,  318  Central  Ave., 
Great  Falls,  Mont.  59401;  Park 
County  Senior  Citizens  Center, 
206  E.  Main,  Livingston,  Mont. 
59047;  The  Senior  Citizens 
Center  of  Hamilton,  O-Hara 
House,  109  S.  4th  Street,  Ham- 
ilton, Mont.  59840;  Kathleen 
Walford  Senior  Citizens  Cen- 
ter, 424  Higgins  Ave.,  Mis- 
soula, Mont.,  59801;  Helena 
Senior  Centers,  21  N.  Main 
Street,  P.O.  Box  721,  Helena, 
Mont.  59601; 

Flarhead  Senior  Citizens 
Center,  Main  and  First  Streets, 
Kalispell,  Mont.  59901;  Alber- 
ton  Senior  Citizens  Center,  Al- 


berton,  Mont.  59828;  Superior 
Senior  Citizens  Center,  Supe- 
rior, Mont.  59872;  St.  Regis 
Senior  Citizens  Center,  St.  Re- 
gis, Mont.  59866;  Malta  Senior 
Citizens  Center,  206  S.  2nd 
Ave.  E,  Malta,  Mont.  59538; 
Butte-Silver  Bow  Senior  Activ- 
ity Center,  405  W.  Park  Street, 
Butte,  Mont.  .59701; 

Big  Horn  County  Senior  Citi- 
zens Association,  518  Custer 
Ave.,  Hardin,  Mont.  59034; 
Senior  Citizens  Multi-Purpose 
Center,  1  3  N.  29th  St.,  Billings, 
Mont.  59101;  Sidney  Senior 
Citizens  Center,  101  Third  S.E, 
Sidney,  Mont.  59270;  Senior 
Citizens  Center  of  Roundup, 
524  1  St  St.  W,  Roundup,  Mont. 
59072;  Senior  Citizens  Center 
of  Teton  County,  303  7th  Ave. 
E,  Choteau,  Mont.  59422;  Lib- 


RESOLUTION 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 

Gallatin   County  Council  on  Aging 

We  recommend  to  the  Governor  of  Montana  and  to  the 
1973  Legislature: 

Senior  citizens  be  included  in  the  school  bus 
transportation  system  with  reimbursement  cost 
on  the  same  principle  as  students. 

Because  many  senior  citizens  continue  to  reside  in  rural 
areas  and  because  of  the  lack  of  public  transportation- 
senior  citizens  become  dependent  on  others  for  trans- 
portation to  community  and  towns  where  health  services 
and  general   purchasing  centers  are   located. 

Therefore,  as  an  outlet  for  a  more  independent  life  for 
our  senior  citizens,  and  because  school  bus  routes  cover 
most  rural  areas— and  go  to  community  or  city  service 
centers— we  feel  this  could  be  a  possible  solution  to  part 
of  the  transportation  problem. 


by  Senior  Citizens  Assn.,  Rte. 
2,  Box  538,  Libby,  Mont, 
59923; 

Broadwater  County  Senior 
Center,  Gen.  Delivery,  Town- 
send,  Mont.  59644;  Deer 
Lodge  County  Senior  Citizens 
Center,  210  E.  Fifth,  Ana- 
conda, Mont.  59711;  St.  Xav- 
ier  Senior  Citizens  Center, 
Box  1  1 2,  St.  Xavier,  Mont. 
59057;  Jolly  Senior  Citizens 
Club,  Corner  of  Palmer  and 
1  1th  Sts.,  Miles  City,  Mont. 
59301;  Glendive  55  Plus  Fun 
Club,  120  West  Power,  Glen- 
dive, Mont.  59330. 

Central  Montana  Senior  Cit- 
izens Center,  P.O.  Box  451, 
Lewistown,  Mont.  59457;  Fort 
Belknap  Senior  Citizens  Cen- 
ter, Harlem,  Mont.  59526; 
Eagle  Shield  Senior  Citizens 
Center,  Browning,  Mont. 
59417;  Forty  Plus  Club,  108 
First  Ave.  E,  Scobey,  Mont. 
59263;  Fallon  County  Senior 
Citizens  Center,  Baker,  Mont. 
59313;  Golden  Years  Club, 
201  S.  Chestnut,  Plentywood, 
Mont.  59254;  Drummond  Se- 
nior Citizens  Center,  Drum- 
mond, Mont.  59254;  Powder 
River  Senior  Citizens  Center, 
Broadus,  Mont.  59317;  Gar- 
field Pioneer  Club,  Jordan, 
Mont.  59337. 

Eight  more  centers  are  be- 
ing processed.  They  will  be  in 
Ekalaka,  Wibaux,  Terry,  For- 
syth, Circle,  Three  Forks,  Har- 
lowton,  Fairfield  and  Big  Tim- 
ber. 

The  objective  of  having  a 
center  in  every  county  will  be 
attained  before  July   1972. 


New  Board  of  Veteran's  Affairs 
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Under  Executive  Reorgani- 
zation, the  Veteran's  Welfare 
Commission  will  be  the  Board 
of  Veteran's  Affairs,  a  division 
of  the  Social  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Services  which  has  the 
duty  to  represent  the  veterans 
and  their  dependents  of  the 
State  of  Montana  before  the 
Veterans  Administration. 

Of  the  more  than  98,000 
veterans  now  in  the  State  of 
Montana,  the  more  than  6,000 
World  War  I  veterans  are  con- 
sidered senior  citizens.  There 
is  an  ever  increasing  number 
of  the  more  than  51,000 
World  War  II  veterans  who  are 
65  years  of  age  or  older. 

In  order  to  provide  services 
to  the  veterans  and  their  de- 
pendents, the  Board  of  Veter- 
an's Affairs  maintains  nine 
field  offices  from  which  the 
service  officers  travel  to  each 
county  every  month. 

The  service  officers  assist 
veterans,  their  widows  and 
orphans  with  the  filling  out  of 
claims  for  pension,  hospitali- 
zation, compensation,  insur- 
ance and  education  to  which 
they  may  be  entitled. 

The  majority  of  the  contacts 
made  with  the  veterans  or 
their  widows  in  the  Senior 
Citizen  category  are  concerned 
primarily  with  hospitalization 
and  pension  for  the  veteran 
and  death  pension  for  the  wid- 
ows. 

Many  eligible  for  Veterans 
Administration  benefits  do  not 
know  of  their  entitlement. 
Service  Officers  gladly  spend 
their  time  explaining  the  ben- 
efits and  the  eligibility  to 
those  desiring   information. 


In  the  last  fiscal  year  oper- 
ating under  a  curtailed  travel 
budget  the  Service  Officers  of 
the  Commission  contacted 
more  than  41,000  veterans 
and  their  dependents.  Initial 
benefits  for  compensation, 
pension  and  insurance 
amounted  to  $1,375,152 
while  education  benefits  (for 
younger  veterans)  amounted 
to  $3,341,729. 

In  order  that  more  of  the 
veterans  in  the  Senior  Citizen 
group  may  have  contact  with 
our  service  offices  the  Service 
Officers  have  been  directed  to 
arrange  to  stop  at  the  Senior 
Citizens  Centers  in  the  com- 
munities they  service. 

Counseling  of  veterans  and 
their  dependents  on  their  elig- 
ibility to  compensation,  pen- 
sion, vocational  rehabilitation, 
education  and  insurance  is  a 
major  function. 

The  problems  created  by 
the  changes  in  Social  Security, 
the  sale  of  property,  rental  in- 
come from  property  and  other 
sources  of  income  are  a  real 
concern  to  those  drawing  pen- 
sion. The  Board  of  Veteran's 
Affairs  personnel  advise 
pensioners  of  the  changes  and 
assist  with  the  filing  of  the 
proper  forms  required. 

All  claims  for  benefits  that 
are  processed  by  the  Veterans 
Administration  Adjudication 
Division  or  those  rated  by  the 
Rating  Board  are  reviewed  to 
see  that  the  claimant  is  receiv- 
ing all  the  benefits  he  is  en- 
titled. Appearances  before 
the  Rating  Board  are  made  on 
behalf  of  the  individuals  who 


have    appealed    the    previous 
decision  of  the  Board. 

Assistance  is  provided  to 
veterans  in  gaining  admission 
to  the  Veterans  Administraton 
Hospital  or  receiving  Outpa- 
tient Treatment. 

Other  services  we  are  con- 
cerned with  are  the  correction 
of  discharges,  burial  claims, 
procurement  of  headstones, 
burial  flags  and  government 
insurance  claims. 

Montana  Veteran's  Affairs 
Division  Director,  David 
W.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  reported 
that  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1971,  41,113 
veterans,  their  widows  and 
children  were  contacted. 

The  Board  of  Veteran's  Af- 
fairs through  its  nine  serv- 
ice offices  throughout  the 
state  is  the  accredited  repre- 
sentative for  more  than  32,- 
000  veterans  and  their  de- 
pendents before  the  Veterans 
Administration. 

During  the  fiscal  year  Mon- 
tana veterans  and  their  de- 
pendents were  assisted  with 
initiating  2,564  claims  for 
compensation,  pension  and 
education.  12,002  supporting 
documents  were  submitted 
with  these  claims. 

Initial  benefits  in  the 
amount  of  $4,716,883  were 
received  from  the  Veteran's 
Administration  from  success- 
fully completed  claims  for 
pension,  compensation,  death 
pension,  insurance  and  educa- 
tion. Educational  claims  re- 
ceived the  major  portion  of 
the  initial  benefits,  $3,341,- 
729. 
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Continued  From  Page  One 

REORGANIZATION 

ing  and  the  Veterans  Welfare 
Commission. 

"Under  this  new  set  up," 
Mr.  Carkulis  explained,  "we 
will  be  able  not  only  to  great- 
ly reduce  the  cost  of  opera- 
tions, but  also  to  provide  more 
efficient  services  to  the  people 
of  Montana." 

According  to  Mr.  Carkulis, 
the  establishing  of  policy  for 
SRS  rests  with  the  director. 
He  said  that  proposed  policies 
should  be  developed  within 
the  various  divisions  and 
should  conform  with  Federal 
requirements  where  neces- 
sary. 

The  director  named  a  num- 
ber of  division  administrators. 
They  are: 

Edward  J.  Malensek,  Special 
Services  Division;  Joseph  Roe, 
Social  Services  Division;  Jack 
Carlson,  Economic  Assistance 
Division;  William  Welsh,  So- 
cial Assistance  Field  Division; 
Emil  Honka,  Vsual  Services  Di- 
vision; Jack  Carver,  Rehabili- 
tative Services  Division;  Lyie 
Downing,  Aging  Services  Divi- 
sion, and  David  W.  Arm- 
strong, Jr.,  Veteran's  Affairs 
Division. 

A  number  of  other  individ- 
uals were  also  appointed  by 
Mr.  Carkulis.  They  include 
Walter  Donaldson,  Assistant 
Administrator,  Rehabilitative 
Servies  Division; 

Jack  Vaughn,  Chief,  Youth 
Development  Bureau;  Marga- 
ret Zednick,  Chief,  Special 
Projects  Bureau;  Bill  Vollmer, 
Chief,  Disability  Determina- 
tion Bureau;  Cecile  Darfler, 
Supervisor,  Rehabilita- 
tive Services  Accounting  Sec- 


tion; Thomas  L.  Connors, 
Chief,  Fiscal  Bureau;  Joseph 
Winfield,  Chief,  General  Serv- 
ices Bureau;  Douglas  Egan, 
Chief,  Statistics  and  Research 
Bureau;  Bill  Spivey,  Chief, 
Staff  Development  and  Train- 
ing Bureau;  Margaret  Stuart, 
Chief,  Family  and  Children's 
Services  Bureau,  and  Michael 
Caplis,  Chief,  Eligibility  Deter- 
mination Bureau. 


Aging   Programs  Get 
40%  Budget  Boost 

Programs  for  the  aging 
under  the  Older  Americans 
Act  will  receive  $44.75  million 
in  fiscal  1972,  a  40  per  cent 
increase  over  the  1971  budg- 
et. 

In  its  final  form,  funding 
for  OAA  programs  represents 
a  52  per  cent  increase  over 
the  Administration's  initial  re- 
quest of  $29.5  million, 

The  Foster  Grandparent  Pro- 
gram will  receive  $12.5  mil- 
lion, up  $2.25  million  over 
1971,  while  RSVP  (Retired  Se- 
nior Volunteer  Program)  re- 
mains the  same  at  $5  million. 

The  Administration's  budget 
request,  down  $2.5  million 
from  1971,  was  deemed  in- 
adequate by  the  Senate  Spec- 
ial Committee  on  Aging.  Hear- 
ings held  by  the  committee 
were  credited  by  Committee 
Chairman  Frank  Church  (D- 
Ida.)  with  providing  a  "more 
adequate"  funding  level. 

"The  field  of  aging  is  too  dy- 
namic to  be  shunted  aside,' 
he  said.  "This  shows  that  with 
a  concentrated  effort  by  or- 
ganizations representing  older 
Americans,  it  is  possible  to  re- 
verse  short-sighted  (ill- 
advised)  policy  decisions." 


5,253  Centenarians 
Draw   SS   Benefits 

The  Social  Security  Admin- 
istration (SSA)  reports  there 
are  5,253  men  and  women 
over  100  years  old  drawing 
Social  Security  benefits  as  of 
January   1971. 

Figures  released  in  the  re- 
vised edition  of  their  book 
"America's  Centenarians"  re- 
veal an  increase  of  2,053  since 
1969. 

The  updated  Volume  XI  of 
"America's  Centenarians"  also 
contains  interviews  and  pic- 
tures of  145  beneficaries  con- 
senting to  publication  since, 
by  law,  Social  Security  infor- 
mation is  confidential.  The 
book  may  be  inspected  at  SSA 
district  offices,  but  it  not  for 
sale. 

Filled  with  memories  and 
recollections  of  older  Ameri- 
cans spanning  nearly  a  cen- 
tury, the  book  has  long  been 
a  source  of  information  for 
historians  and   researchers. 

A  state  breakdown  of  the 
more  than  5,000  centenarians 
shows  542  beneficiaries  in 
New  York,  more  than  any 
other  state.  California  and 
Pennsylvania  both  record  well 
over  400  with  Florida,  tradi- 
tionally billed  as  the  land  of 
retirees,  counting    148. 


Of  the  282  Montanans  over 
100  years  old,  21  are  Indians. 
142   are   males   and    140   are 


Page   Seven 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


Social  Service  Agency  Opens  in  Glasgow 


Social  services  will  be  of- 
fered to  the  general  public 
without  eligibility  require- 
ments in  a  five  counties  exper- 
imental pilot  project  now  op- 
erating in  northeastern  Mon- 
tana. This  is  the  first  Social 
Service  Agency  in  the  United 
States  to  operate  independent- 
ly of  the  regular  welfare  pro- 
grams according  to  project  di- 
rector Norman  Waterman. 

The  regular  services  of  the 
Welfare  Department,  such  as 
Foster  Home  program— this  is 
for  the  aged  as  well  as  chil- 
dren —  social  services  of  a 
preventive  nature  and  any 
other  adult  services  such  as 
homemaker  and  visiting 
nurse,  will  be  offered  to  peo- 
ple of  upper  and   middle   in- 


come  brackets. 

The  five  counties:  Phillips, 
Valley,  Roosevelt,  Daniels  and 
Sheridan,  will  have  two  com- 
mand offices.  The  office  in 
Glasgow  will  be  located  in  the 
old  First  National  Bank  Build- 
ing and  will  be  directed  by 
William  F.  Minor.  He  will  have 
service  out  stations  manned 
by  volunteers,  homemakers 
and  case  aides  in  the  surround- 
i  n  g  communities.  Another 
command  office  will  be  lo- 
cated in  Wolf  Point. 

The  social  service  agency 
will  have  no  financial  ties  with 
any  county  welfare  office 
since  it  is  entirely  funded  by 
the  federal  government  in  this 
first  -  of  -  a  -  kind   experiment. 


Government  Expanding  Nutritional 
Programs,  Research  for  Elderly 


Three  new  government  proj- 
ects have  been  added  to  the 
21  established  research  and 
demonstration  nutrition  pro- 
grams for  older  persons  which 
have  been  funded  again  by 
the  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Service  of  HEW,  according  to 
Secretary  Elliot  L.  Richardson. 
Total  cost  of  the  24  programs 
is  $4.1   million. 

With  new  research  features 
added,  funding  of  the  21  proj- 
ects to  be  continued  will  cost 
$1.7    million,    allowing    these 


programs  to  remain  active  in 
17  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  New  projects  in- 
clude a  $1.2  million  grant  to 
Chicago  and  another  $1.2  mil- 
lion to  three  Florida  counties- 
Palm  Beach,  Panellas  and 
Dade.  The  third  new  project 
will  analyze  the  21  original  re- 
search and  demonstration  ef- 
forts to  obtain  information  on 
cost-  effectiveness,  relative 
scope  and  benefits. 

John   B.   Martin,   U.S.   Com- 
missioner on  Aging  and  spec- 


There  will  be  a  continual  with- 
in-the-office  evaluation  of  the 
cost  and  the  kinds  of  services 
offered  to  what  kinds  of  peo- 
ple. 

There  is  a  special  $12,000 
fund  to  be  used  for  an  impar- 
tial outside  exaluation. 

This  experiment  is  not  go- 
ing to  be  forced  to  a  success, 
but  will  be  evaluated  on  its 
merit  or  its  mistakes.  It  will 
be  closely  watched  by  authori- 
ties all  over  the  United  States. 

Social  Service  Agency  will 
not  only  deliver  existing  serv- 
ices to  senior  citizens  in  this 
corner  of  the  state  but  will 
help  them  to  develop  new 
ways  to  living  there  even  bet- 
ter. 


Church  'Peace  Corps' 

The  Christian  Service  Corps, 
an  interdenominational  "peace 
corps,"  is  seeking  volunteer 
Christian  laymen  between  the 
ages  of  1  8  and  70  for  two-year 
assignments  in  the  states  and 
abroad.  For  further  informa- 
tion write  to  the  Christian 
Service  Corps,  1 329  N  Street, 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20005. 


iai  assistant  to  the  President, 
said  the  21  established  nutri- 
tion projects  "provide  oppor- 
tunities for  social  interchange 
among  the  aging.' 
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Four  Hundred  Attend  Third 


Timm  Stetzner  and  Nancy 
Harper,  Miss  Montana,  enter- 
tain the  dinner  guests. 


Lt.  Gov.  Thomas  Judge 
addresses  the  Conference. 


Judge  Loble  introduced  the 
guests  at  the  formal  dinner. 
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MORE  PICTURES  ON 
PAGE  FOURTEEN 


More  than  400  persons  attended  the  Third   Annual   Governor's   Conference   on   Aging. 
Pictured  above  is  the  banquet  room  of  the  Colonial   Motor  Hotel. 


Iinudl  Governor's  Conference 
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Chairman  Barclay  Craig- 
head  gives  the  address  of  wel- 
come at  the  Conference.  Mr. 
Craighead  will  be  the  chair- 
man of  the  new  Aging  Serv- 
ices Advisory  Council. 


Secretary  of  State,  Frank 
Murray,  addressed  the  large 
group  of  people  concerned 
with  senior  citizen   problems. 


Harriet  Miller,  consultant  for 
the  American  Association  of 
Retired  Persons,  applaudes  Bill 
Christiansen  as  he  is  intro- 
duced to  the  guests  of  the 
Governor's  Conference. 


Interagency  panel  advised  conference  of  services  avail- 
able to  seniors,  (left  to  right,  standing)  Clinton  Hess,  Denver; 
Jack  Carver,  Vocational  Rehabilitation;  Jack  Carlson,  Economic 
Assistance;  Don  Sekora,  Adult  Services;  Jack  Sharp,  Social 
Security;  Arnold  Brown,  University  of  Montana;  (seated)  Sid 
Smith,  Labor  Commissioner;  Dr.  Mary  Soules,  Board  of  Health; 
Marvin  Dick,  Veterans  Administration;  Vern  Vatland,  Employ- 
ment Security;  Dave  Armstrong,  Veterans  Affairs,  and  Lyie 
Downing,  Aging  Services. 
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Great  Falls  —  Charles  Braith- 
wait,  Kansas  City  consultant 
to  the  National  Council  on  Ag- 
ing, warned  a  group  of  state 
and  local  workers,  "Don't 
underestimate  senior  citizens." 

Braithwait  has  coordinated 
one  of  the  country's  most  suc- 
cessful senior  citizen  programs 
through  35  small  senior  citizen 
centers  in  nine  rural  counties 
of  Kansas. 

Many  senior  citizens  need 
supplemental  income  and  gain 
much  personal  satisfaction 
and  status  in  providing  it  for 
themselves  if  they  have  the 
opportunity,   he  said. 

He  told  how  the  elderly  of 
his  area  accomplished  this  by 
organizing  a  Craft  Shop  Co-op. 
The  older  people  established 
the  shop  on  a  busy  highway 
in  a  small  building  donated  by 
a  federal  agency.  An  advisory 
committee  helped  to  deter- 
mine what  items  would  sell. 

Most  popular  items  were 
antiques,  handmade  quilts, 
sunbonnets,  homemade  bread 
and  jellies  and  useful  wood- 
work items.  Careful  records 
were  kept.  The  person  donat- 
ing the  item  received  90  per 
cent  of  the  sale  price  and  eith- 
er volunteered  some  service 
time  in  the  shop  each  month 
or    paid    a    commission.    The 


senior  citizens  established 
their  own  rules  and  publicized 
their  project  widely.  Many 
men  were  involved.  All  par- 
ticipants were  happier  that 
they  had  something  useful  to 
do,  Braithwait  said. 

It  was  suggested  that  if  a 
center  or  group  of  centers  is 
not  large  enough  for  such  a 
co-op  venture,  a  flea  market 
operation  could  be  run  during 
Senior  Citizen  week  or  month. 

Also  suggested  was  the 
need  of  a  Social  Action  group 
at  each  center  to  keep  partici- 
pants aware  of  state  and  fed- 
eral legislation  and  legislative 
needs  affecting  elder  citizens. 

"The  Senior  Citizen  Center, 
especially  in  a  town  or  area 
where  there  is  no  Better  Busi- 
ness Bureau,  needs  to  be  the 
student  and  the  watchdog  of 
Consumer  Education  for  the 
elderly,"  Braithwait  said.  He 
suggested  speakers  from  the 
Food  and  Drug  Commission, 
Postal  Service,  and  continuing 
information  on  surplus  com- 
modities and  good  buys  in  the 
markets. 

The  center  should  also  serve 
as  a  clearing  house  for  em- 
ployment for  the  elderly,  mak- 
ing the  public  aware  of  their 
ready  talent  at  tutoring,  baby- 
sitting, housework,  yard  work 


and  many  other  skills,  the  con- 
sultant said. 

A  hot  meal  program  at  the 
center  once  a  week  was  also 
recommended.  The  Kansas 
centers  worked  this  on  the  pot- 
luck  style  supplemented  by 
surplus  commodities  and  car- 
ried the  meal  to  those  unable 
to  come. 

A  medical  screening  clinic 
run  by  a  volunteer  doctor  and 
volunteer  nurses  also  has 
proved  valuable  at  centers,  the 
speaker  said.  Screening  is  for 
ailments  such  as  abnormal 
blood  pressure,  diabetes  and 
tuberculosis.  An  attempt  is 
made  to  refer  the  afflicted  one 
to  a  medical  source. 

Senior  citizens  in  Braith- 
wait's  counties  are  putting  out 
an  old-time  cook  book  as  a 
fund-raising  project.  Plagued 
with  a  transportation  problem, 
they  are  launching  a  gigantic 
program  of  saving  trading 
stamps  and  may  own  their 
own  bus  someday. 

"Don't  underestimate  senior 
citizens,"  he  warned.  "Frank- 
ly, I  thought  it  was  going  to 
be  a  slow,  hard  job  in  this  pro- 
gram but  the  senior  citizen 
program  has  outdistanced  any 
other  agency  in  Kansas  in  or- 
ganization and  activities." 
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Why  Men  Retire  Early 


The  reasons  why  men  retire 
at  reduced  benefits  —  earlier 
than  the  65  year  old  level  — 
were  studied  in  a  recent  sur- 
vey by  Virginia  Reno  in  the 
Social  Security  Bulletin.  (June 
1971). 

Over  two-thirds  of  140,000 
newly  entitled  beneficiaries 
were  asked  why  they  took 
the  20  per  cent  less  than  they 
would  have  received  if  they 
waited   until   65  to   retire. 

•  Half  said  that  failing 
health  was  the   reason. 

•  Failing  health  was  the 
reason  for  less  than  a  quarter 
of  those   retiring   at  over  65. 

•  Forty  per  cent  of  those 
who  retired  early  continued  to 
work. 

•  Of  those  who  were  not 
working  at  the  time  of  retire- 
ment, 41  per  cent  had  not 
been  working  for  six  months, 
33  per  cent  had  not  worked 
for  at  least  a  year  and  17  per 
cent  had  not  worked  for  three 
years  or  more. 

From  this  sampling  it  is  easy 
to  jump  to  some  conclusions 
that  may  be  misleading  or 
right  on  the  mark. 

1.  Social  Security  is  picking 
up  the  slack  in  the  weak  em- 
ployment scene  and/or  the 
retirement  age  should  be  low- 
ered. 

2.  There  is  a  substantial 
manpower  resource  among 
older  people  that  is  not  being 
utilized.  It  is  interesting  to 
note    that    compulsory    retire- 


ment in  private  pension  plans 
occurs  frequently  at  the  age 
65,  rarely  earlier.  Half  of  for- 
mer wage  and  salary  earners 
said  they  had  reached  compul- 
sory retirement  age,  but  only 
two  per  cent  of  those  claiming 
benefits  at  62  had  reached 
compulsory  retirement  age.  Of 
those  who  reached  65,  about 
two  thirds  reported  no  work- 
limiting    health    problems. 

About  80  per  cent  of  the 
men  reaching  compulsory  re- 
tirement age  were  either  re- 
ceiving or  expecting  to  receive 
pensions  in  addition  to  social 
security  benefits.  Practically 
all  of  them  had  left  wage  or 
salary  jobs;  only  6  per  cent  of 
the  formerly  self-employed, 
compared  with  55  per  cent  of 
those  who  left  wage  or  salary 
jobs,  had  second  pensions. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  will- 
ingness to  stop  working  var- 
ied with  level  of  retirement 
benefit  income.  Nonworking 
men  claiming  reduced  bene- 
fits had  a  median  annual  in- 
come of  11,770  in  retirement 
benefits  —  social  security, 
sometimes  supplemented  by 
other  pensions.  The  propor- 
tion of  such  men  who  wanted 
to  retire  when  they  left  their 
jobs  increased  from  15  per 
cent  of  those  with  less  than 
$1,000  a  year  in  benefits  to 
about  75  per  cent  of  those 
with  $5,000  a  year  or  more 
in  benefits. 


Nixon  Rerorm 

Washington,  D.  C.  —  Presi- 
dent Richard  M.  Nixon  issued 
a  seven-pronged  directive  to 
reform  sub-standard  nursing 
homes.  The  nursing  home  in- 
dustry receives  $1  billion  or 
40  per  cent  of  its  business 
from  Medicare  and  Medicaid 
funds. 

The  seven-pronged  propos- 
al includes: 

•  2,000  additional  inspec- 
tors will  be  trained  in  the  next 
18  months. 

•  A  request  is  sent  to  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  federal 
government  to  pay  the  total 
cost  of  the  inspections. 

•  All  activities  relating  to 
enforcement  standards  will  be 
collated  into  a  single  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  pro- 
gram instead  of  being  scat- 
tered through  t  h  e  HEW 
branches  as  it  is  now. 

•  Funds  are  requested  for 
150  additional  federal  posi- 
tions to  support  State  enforce- 
ment agencies  to  upgrade 
nursing  home  facilities. 

•  HEW  is  to  initiate  a  train- 
ing program  for  health  work- 
ers regularly  involved  in  care 
for  elderly  patients. 

•  HEW  is  to  establish  in- 
vestigative units  to  help  the 
states  respond  to  the  com- 
plaints by  patients. 

•  A  pledge  to  deny  Medi- 
care and  Medicaid  funds  to 
those  homes  which  fail  to 
meet  reasonable  standards. 

Nixon  said,  "When  facilities 
fail  to  meet  reasonable  stand- 
ards, we  will  not  hesitate  to 
cut  of  their  Medicare  and 
Medicaid  funds." 
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Vocational  Rehabilitation  -  ^  Ckxi^tma^ 


One  of  the  most  heartening  stories  of  this  Christmas 
Season  comes  from  the  Butte  Sheltered  Workshop.  Mr.  Jim 
Hughes  is  pictured  at  work  on  the  table  saw  where  he  points 
and  cross-cuts  survey  stakes.  Jim  has  made  a  remarkable 
adjustment  since  his  release  from  the  Boulder  River  Hospital. 
Jim,  who  is  63  years  old,  is  While  at  Boulder,  Jim  was 
living  independently  in  an  up-     an  active  Boy  Scout  leader  and 


town  motel.  He  left  the  Bould- 
er River  Hospital  as  a  client  of 
the  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
headed  by  Jack  Carver. 


Jack  Carver. 


Division  of  Vocational  Re- 
habilitation referred  Jim  to  the 
Butte  Sheltered  Workshop  for 
vocational  evaluation.  It  was 
decided  that  because  of  Jim's 
age  and  physical  handicaps  it 
would  be  infeasible  for  him 
to  work  in  competitive  em- 
ployment. He  can  function 
quite  adequately  in  the  con- 
trolled working  environment 
such  as  the  Workshop. 


this  interest  has  continued.  He 
is  an  assistant  Scout  Master 
for  a  Butte  Scout  troop. 
Among  his  other  social  inter- 
ests, he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  One  of 
his  proudest  achievements  is 
that  now  he  is  a  registered 
voter. 

Jim  doesn't  have  a  large  in- 
come, but  he  does  know  how 
to  manage  it.  He  receives  a 
wage  from  the  workshop  and 
a  pension  from  his  father's 
railroad  retirement.  From  this, 
he  managed  to  save  enough 
money  to  take  a  vacation  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  and  Spo- 
kane, Washington. 

Robert  T.  Kissell,  director  of 
the  Butte  Workshop,  asked 
Jim  what  he  enjoyed  most 
about  being  out  of  the  insti- 
tution. 


Jim  said,  "The  freedom  to 
do  for  myself,  to  show  that 
someone  that  has  been  out  of 
the  picture  can  make  a  come- 
back if  he  wants  to." 

Jim  frequently  returns  to 
the  Boulder  River  Hospital  to 
visit  the  many  friends  he  made 
during  his  life  there. 

Another  Christmas  bright 
spot  is  the  success  story  of 
Horace  Ben  Lloyd  of  the  Flat- 
head Valley.  Mr.  Lloyd  had 
an  ankle  disability  which  pre- 
vented him  from  pursuing 
his  prior  occupations. 

With  counciling  from  the 
Division  of  Vocational  Rehabil- 
itation Mr.  Lloyd  took  the  Bar- 
bers Examination  and  was 
able  to  serve  the  local  Air 
Force  Base  Radar  Station.  Mr. 
Lloyd,  instead  of  retiring  at 
the  age  of  65,  has  remained 
active,  busy  and  self-reliant  in 
his  new  duties  as  a  bail  bonds- 
man. 


Ben  Lloyd 


A  equally  interesting  Christ- 
mas enlightment  is  the  story 
of  a  59  year  old  patient  of  the 
Warm  Springs  State  Hospital, 
who  was  very  unsure  of  her- 
self upon  her  release.  Al- 
though she  was  a  trained 
nurse  and  had  considerable 
experience  as  a  nurse,  she  felt 
she  could  no  longer  serve  as 
an  RN.  She  went  into  a  job 
as  a  nurses  aid.  The  person- 
nel of  the  nursing  home  knew 
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of  her  training  and  experience 
and  were  willing  to  have  her 
move  into  a  nnore  responsible 
position.  She  has  been  on  the 
job  over  a  year  now,  and  is 
doing  a  "remarkable  job" 
Having  assumed  the  duties  as 
a  LPN  with  the  intentions  of 
filling  an  RN  vacancy  in  the 
near  future,  she  is  an  example 
of  how  the  continued  council- 
ing  services  have  helped  make 
this  a  Merry  Christmas  for  hun- 
dreds of  AAontanans,  accord- 
ing to  Walter  Donaldson,  dep- 
uty administrator  of  Vocation- 
al Rehabilitation. 


Walter  Donaldson 


Marion  Walking  Eagle, 
Poplar,  79  year  old  Sioux  In- 
dian who  is  presently  resid- 
ing on  the  Fort  Peck  Indian 
Reservation,  was  contacted 
by  a  Vocational  Rehabilita- 
tion counselor  because  of  a 
hearing  loss  due  to  old  age. 
Division  of  Vocational  Rehabil- 
itation assisted  him  to  obtain  a 
hearing  aid  whch  enabled  him 
to  continue  with  his  present 
employment. 

Walking  Eagle  is  presently 
employed  by  tribal  council  as 
a  lecturer.  Evening  classes  are 
held  in  the  tribal  building 
where  lectures  are  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  Sioux  language 
and  culture.  He  is  also  em- 
ployed by  Community  Action 
Program  where  he  teaches 
Head  Start  children  Indian 
language  and   culture. 


AFL-CIO  Chieftain  Urges 
Bigger  Tax  Cut  For  Seniors 


Montana's  senior  citizens 
were  advised  by  the  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  state  AFL-CIO 
to  mobilize  their  strength  and 
seek  property  tax  relief 
through  the  legislative  process 
and  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. 

James  W.  Murry,  executive 
secretary  of  the  labor  organi- 
zation, outlined  the  history  of 
the  tax  reduction  fight  waged 
on  behalf  of  elderly  residents 
of  Montana. 

"The  proposal  was  estab- 
lished by  the  1965  legislature 
that  retired  persons  with'  lim- 
ited incomes  are  entitled  to  a 
property  tax  classification  on 
their  homes  more  in  keeping 
with  their  fixed  incomes," 
Murry  said.  "A  decade  ago  the 
state  AFL-CIO  in  concert  with 
other  people-oriented  organi- 
zations, launched  an  effort  to 
gain  a  more  favorable  prop- 
erty tax  classification  for  the 
elderly,  many  of  whom  are  re- 
tired members  of  unions." 


Marion  WalkinR  Eagle 


The  labor  chief  pointed  out 
that  in  1961  the  tax  reduction 
advocates  gained  better  than 
a  two-to-one  bi-partisan  sup- 
port in  the  Montana  Senate 
for  proposed  reduced  home 
property  taxes  by  three- 
fourths  for  those  on  limited 
incomes.  The  bill  died  in  the 
House. 

"Despite  that  initial  set- 
back," Murry  continued,  "the 
issue  had  been  made.  In  1964 
both  political  party  platforms 
contained  favorable  planks  on 
this  issue." 

In  1965,  Murry  added,  the 
Legislature,  by  landslide  pro- 
portions in  both  houses,  voted 
to  reduce  taxes  on  the  homes 
of  the  elderly  by  one-third. 
This  was  done  by  a  special 
classification  reducing  assess- 
ment from  30  to  20  percent. 
It  is  Mr.  Murry's  contention 
that  in  the  past  six  years  the 
real  value  of  that  property  tax 
relief  had  gone  by  the  board 
largely  because  of  inflation 
and  the  ever-rising  property 
levies  to  meet  the  increased 
costs  of  government  services. 
More  recent  sessions  of  the 
legislature  have  lowered  the 
assessment  to  15  percent  and 
raised  the  income  limitations. 
Perhaps  a  better  approach 
would  be  to  have  a  true-value 
dollar  exemption.  For  instance, 
the  first  $10,000  of  property 
improvements  would  not  be 
taxed  at  all.  Homestead  rights 
could  be  written  into  the  new 
Constitution. 
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Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming, 
Chairman  of  the  White  House 
Conference,  announced  the 
creation  of  a  Cabinet  level 
Committee  on   Aging. 

Jobs  After  Retirement 

"Back  To  Work  After  Retire- 
ment," a  booklet  for  those 
either  retired  or  contemplating 
retirement,  is  a  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  publication, 
which  offers  tips  on  job  hunt- 
ing, suggestions  for  specific 
job  opportunities  and  informa- 
tion on  how  to  qualify  for  jobs 
through  government  and  pri- 
vate programs.  It  is  available 
for  60  cents  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402. 


Retirees  Aid  Businessmen 

The  Service  Corps  of  Retired 
Executives  (SCORE)  now  has 
185  chapters  which  provide 
more  than  3,300  volunteer 
counselors  who  assist  small 
businessmen.  This  program  is 
sponsored  by  the  Small  Busi- 
ness Administration  (SBA). 

Counselors  from  across  the 
nation  include  retired  retail- 
ers, wholesalers,  service  and 
plant  managers,  lawyers,  ac- 
countants and  bankers. 


Hello!  I  am  Janis  Luehr, 
your  circulation  clerk.  If  you 
have  a  change  of  address 
write  to  Aging  Services  Divi- 
sion, 715  Fee  Street,  Helena, 
Mont.  59601,  and  I  will  see 
that  you  get  SRS  News  at  your 
new  address. 

OLD  PERSON  NAMED 
TO  ELDERLY  INDIAN 
COUNCIL 

Browning— Earl  Old  Person, 
42,  former  Chairman  of  the 
National  Congress  of  Ameri- 
can Indians,  has  been  appoint- 
ed to  the  Elderly  Indian  Coun- 
cil by  Senator  Frank  Church, 
Chairman  of  the  U.  S.  Senate 
Committee  on  Aging. 

"This  Advisory  Council," 
said  Church,  "can  perform  sev- 
eral  vital   functions. 

"Its  most  immediate  respon- 
sibility will  be  to  raise  issues 
which  should  be  considered 
at  this  year's  White  House 
Conference  on  Aging. 

"Its  more  long-range  func- 
tion will  be  to  explore  prob- 
lem areas  that  have  been  ne- 
glected for  too  long." 

Among  the  twenty  council- 
men  is  Vine  DeLoria,  president 
of  the  Institute  of  the  Develop- 
ment of  Indian  Law,  who 
wrote  "Custer  Died  for  Your 
Sins." 


Clinton  Hess,  Deputy  Ad- 
ministrator on  Aging,  Denver, 
congratulates  Senior  Citizen 
of  the  Year,  Catharine  Mc- 
Carty. 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  OF  THE  YEAR 

by  city 

Helena 

Helen  Moore 

Glendive 

..Mrs.  Catharine  McCarlv 

St.  Xavier... 

Miss  Melinda  Half 

Lewistown. 

..Koy  Edsall 

Scobey 

..Mrs.  JIargaret  Cassidy 

Bozeman 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kiefer 

Missoula 

.  .Willard  Thompson 

Sidney 

...Allen  Darnall 

Butte 

...Leslie  Xortham 

Browning 

..Jlrs.  Mary  Grounds 

Hardin 

Airs.  Eleanor  Starina 

.Vnaconda. 

Leo  McDonald 

Miles  City. 

..Mrs.  John  Pelzl 

Albeiton 

...Guy  Lovely 

Livingston  . 

Mrs.  Martha  Loubach 

Great  Falls 

Mrs.  Ruby  Danley 

Roundup 

..Charles  Smith 

Choteau 

...Ted  Halverson 

'Stamps  for  Wounded' 

"Stamps  for  the  Wounded," 
a  volunteer  organization 
formed  in  1942  to  encourage 
hospitalized  veterans  to  collect 
stamps  as  a  form  of  therapy, 
i  s  soliciting  donations  of 
stamps  and  philatelic  mate- 
rials. It  is  the  only  agency 
serving  the  philatelic  needs  of 
veterans. 

Complete  information  on 
what  is  needed  and  how  to 
send  stamps  can  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  "Stamps  for  the 
Wounded,"  Herman  L.  Neu- 
gass,  2801  New  Mexico  Ave., 
NW,  Apt.  1209,  Washington, 
D.C.  20007. 


Railroad  Retirees 
Benefits  Increased 

Payments  representing  a  10 
per  cent  increase  in  Railroad 
Retirement  benefits,  retroac- 
tive to  last  Jan.  1,  will  be  in- 
cluded in  September's  checks 
received  by  approximately 
720,000  retired  rail  workers. 

The  higher  payment  was 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress and  signed  by  President 
Nixon  on  July  2.  This  increase 
is  similar  to  higher  Social  Se- 
curity payments  which  be- 
came effective  earlier  this 
year.  Sen.  Alan  Cranston  (D- 
Calif.)  chairman  of  the  Senate 
railroad  retirement  subcom- 
mittee, said,  however,  that  the 
additional  10  per  cent  for  re- 
tired rail  employees  is  in  addi- 
tion to  a  temporary  15  per 
cent  increase  voted  last  year 
but  scheduled  to  expire  June 
30,   1972. 

The  Cranston  measure  ex- 
tends the  15  per  cent  raise  for 
another  year,  until  June  30, 
1973,  giving  retired  rail  per- 
sonnel a  total  increase  of  25 
per  cent.  Some,  however,  may 
not  realize  the  entire  15  per 
cent  raise  if  they  also  receive 
Social  Security  benefits. 

Jesse  Clark,  president  emer- 
itus of  the  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
road Signalmen,  assisted  by 
Association's  legislative  staff 
in  representing  the  interest  of 
AARP  members  who  are  rail- 
road retirees.  Clark  is  now  in- 
volved in  helping  prepare 
AARP's  presentation  to  the 
commission  which  is  studying 
the  entire  system  of  railroad 
retirement. 
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well  as  expand  educational, 
social,  health  and  rehabilita- 
tion programs  for  older  Amer- 
icans. 

Montana's  27  delegates  par- 
ticipated in  dozens  of  hearings 
at  which  all  of  the  needs  of 
senior  citizens  were  explored. 

During  his  address,  AAr. 
Nixon  said:  "Under  House 
Resolution  1,  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment would  pay  $1,800  to 
single  elderly  persons  per 
year  and  $2,200  per  year  to 
elderly  couples.  States  would 
be  free  to  supplement  these 
levels. 

In  its  present  form,  HR  1 
would  provide  some  $5.5  bil- 
lion additional  Federal  bene- 
fits to  older  Americans.  This 
would  mean  $3  billion  in  in- 
creased social  security  bene- 
fits, and  when  it  is  fully  effec- 
tive, another  $2.5  billion  in 
new  benefits  to  persons  with 
lower  incomes." 

The  President  said  that  his 
proposals  in  the  bill  would  in- 
crease Medicare  by  $1.25  to 
$6.75  billion. 

Mr.  Nixon  also  pledged  his 
support    in    effecting    the    im- 
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provement  of  standards  of 
nursing  homes.  He  reiterated 
many  statements  on  nursing 
homes  made  in  a  recent  Chi- 
cago speech.  He  pointed  out 
that  HEW  Secretary  Elliott  L. 
Richardson  announced  that 
nursing  homes  failing  to  meet 
Federal  standards  by  February 
1  would  be  cut  off  from  funds. 

The  Conference  on  Aging, 
second  of  its  kind  in  10  years, 
was  called  by  President  Nixon 
to  devise  "a  more  adequate 
national  policy  for  older  Amer- 
icans." It  was  authorized  by 
Congress  and  preparations 
took  two  years. 

Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming 
Chairman  of  the  White  House 
Conference  on  Aging,  empha- 
sized that  the  conference 
should  lead  to  action  rather 
than  promises. 

"We  want  this  society  to 
reach  a  position  where  it  will 
render  more  effective  service 
to  the  elderly,"  he  told  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  confer- 
ence. "We  will  speak  out  in 
no  uncertain  terms  when  ac- 
tion does  not  keep  pace  with 
rhetoric." 

I'lease  turn  to  page  .sixteen 


Willa  Dale  Evans  (left)  confers  with  Deputy  Administra- 
tor Jack  Tucker  and  Helen  Visser  of  the  Aging  Services  Divi- 
sion. Willa  Dale's  books  showed  the  Roundup  Center  to  be 
in  tip  top  condition. 
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Continued  from  page  fifteen 

Dr.  Flemming  said  a  prin- 
cipal device  to  achieve  action 
has  been  in  the  establishment 
of  a  Cabinet-level  council  to 
coordinate  existing  programs 
for  the  elderly  and  to  make 
recommendations  f  o  r  new 
ones  based  on  the  Confer- 
ence's findings. 

"Within  90  days  after  final 
recommendations  are  on  my 
desk,"  Flemming  concluded, 
"the  law  under  which  the  Con- 
ference was  held  requires  the 
President  to  respond  to  these 
expanded  proposals.  During 
the  coming  year  we  will  set 
up  a  recording  system  to  re- 
flect the  progress  or  lack  of 
progress  on  programs  for  the 
aging." 

Bill  Christiansen,  Hardin, 
Minority  Leader  of  the  Mon- 
tana House  of  Representa- 
tives, was  the  only  delegate 
from  this  state  who  was  a  sub- 
conference  chairman. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Calk  Mc- 
Carty  was  honored  at  the 
White  House  Conference  as 
Montana's  "outstanding  older 
American"  She  was  one  of 
many  similarly  honored  per- 
sons seated  in  the  front  of  the 
ballroom  for  the  concluding 
session  at  which  Mr.  Nixon 
spoke. 


WHITE  HOUSE  VISIT-Twenty-seven  Montana  Delegates 
were  guests  at  the  White  House.  Pictured  from  left  to  right 
are:  First  row— Bertie  Weiloff,  Lewistown;  Western  District 
Congressman  Dick  Shoup;  Effie  Pentz,  Richey,  and  Dulcie  Mc- 
Laughlin, Cut  Bank.  Second  row— Norma  F.  Keil,  Ledger;  Jessie 
M.  Lee,  Missoula;  Elizabeth  Cashen,  St.  Xavier;  Dorothy  P. 
Edson,  Harlowton,  and  Andy  Braaten,  Big  Timber.  Third  row 
—Donald  V.  Sekora,  Helena;  John  F.  Haugan,  Missoula;  Wil- 
lard  Thompson,  Missoula;  Lyie  Downing,  Helena;  Bill  Chris- 
tiansen, Hardin,  and  Thomas  H.  Mahan,  Helena.  Fourth  row 
—Marie  Bradley,  Butte;  William  A.  MacMillan,  Helena;  Dolly 
Page,  Philipsburg;  Mrs.  William  A.  MacMillan,  Helena,  and 
Colin  Raff,,  Butte.  The  other  eight  delegates  are  Rev.  Kirk 
Dewey,  Billings;  W.  D.  James,  Great  Falls;  Mrs.  Willa  Dale 
Evans,  Roundup;  Barclay  Craighead,  Helena;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Mc- 
Carty,  Glendive;  Earl  Old  Person,  Browning;  Frank  Takes  Gun, 
Browning;  E.  E.  MacGilvra,  Butte,  and  former  Gov.  J.  Hugo 
Aronson,  Bigfork. 
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